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Abstract 

Existing approaches have difficulty capturing models of the American political system. It tends to focus on democratic 
indicators rather than the political structures, especially the organizational forms of the state and government. This 
research introduces a novel “4+4” analytical framework and provides a formal analytical formulation. From the 
analysis of these identified trends, the findings suggest a wide range of problems facing contemporary democratic 
governance as structural and governance distortions, not in policy failures or inherent flaws in democratic systems. 
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1. Introduction 
 

With the fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of the Soviet Union, the West was widely understood to have 
ended in the victory of the Western liberal order.  In 1992, Francis Fukuyama published the book The End of History 
and the Last Man. He argued that liberal democracy had triumphed as the final form of human government. In recent 
years, however, accumulating evidence suggests that the existing system cannot fully adapt to the new world. These 
tensions are reflected in a series of recurring structural problems that follow identifiable trends. 

At present, one of the existing most cited political science metrics is the Democracy Index published by The 
Economist each year, which focuses on the measurement on civil rights, freedom of speech, and electoral fairness. It 
is designed as an indicator-based grading tool for democratic forms and procedures. Such indices aim to measure and 
assess levels of democratic performance. However, they are not designed to diagnose the structural patterns that lead 
to institutional dysfunction, which is the main objective of this study. This framework is designed to avoid the binary 
narrative of democracy and instead to capture the real function of the political system. 

To address this limitation, this article constructs a unique "4+4" analytical framework to systematically explore 
the decline of democratic institutions. The framework divides institutional decay into two main categories: four 
structural alienations and four governance consequences. Rather than treating these phenomena as isolated events, the 
framework integrates them into a functional and comparative framework, aiming to observe, categorize, and compare 
institutional decline in different democracies (using the United States as an example). This framework focuses on 
revealing the operational logic of real-world politics by comparing institutional distortion instead of index-based 
country rankings.  

The purpose of this study is not to provide a complete causal theory of why American democracy is declining, 
nor to trace the historical or ideological roots of each trend of institutional deformation. Instead, it builds a structured 
and practical analytical tool for evaluating the functioning of democratic institutions. By combining domestic and 
international case studies, this framework helps to understand, in a multidimensional way, how key democratic 
functions (such as representation) are distorted in practice and how patterns of institutional deformation differ  across 
different political systems. 
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2. Materials and Methods 
 

This study adopts a descriptive comparative research design grounded in cross-national institutional analysis. It 
aims to identify, classify, and contrast patterns of institutional deformation observed across different political systems. 
The analytical foundation of the study is a diagnostic framework (see Figure 1) centered on the United States, which 
divides eight major trends in observed institutional alienation into structural mechanisms and governance 
consequences. This framework was constructed as a functional model derived from the observed institutional and 
governance issues in international contexts. 
 

 
Figure 1. Trends in the Evolution of the U.S. Political System: Analytical Framework. 
 

The framework is used to integrate empirical events or cases from major political developments, democratic 
elections, risks beneath institutional arrangements, and failures of governance into a framework structure together. 
Case material includes reports from established international media sources, as well as quantitative data from global 
research and statistical institutions.  
 
2.1 Framework Construction Rationale 
 

The erosion of democratic institutions cannot be fully explained by isolated events or single-country observations. 
Therefore, this study adopts a typological modeling strategy. This study constructs a functional typology of democratic 
institutional deformation. Rather than enumerating isolated phenomena, the 4+4 model summarizes eight observable 
trends: structural mechanisms and governance outcomes. This distinction reflects the life cycle of institutions. The 
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failures in institutional structure (upstream design) often translate into governance failures (downstream performance 
decline). Governance failures also clearly indicate the alienation of institutional structures. This model provides not 
only descriptive trends but also a heuristic framework that enables others to study democratic institutions in a 
structured and actionable way. 

These eight trends were selected based on theoretical and diagnostic analysis. Each represents a high-impact 
distortion observable in modern democratic systems. 

The three core pillars of American democracy are the rule of law(including elections and democratic processes, 
representative government, and checks and balances. The four structural categories were chosen because they affect 
the core pillars of the democracy system that includes four upstream distortions: (1) personalized electoral theatricality 
(Presidential Election "Reality-Showification"), (2) low-competitive representative elections (Congressional Election 
"NPC-ization"), (3) the collapse of representational pluralism into rigid partisanship (Representation "Party-Centric"), 
and (4) checks and balances of power are broken by partisan control (Separation of Powers "Party-Divided"). These 
trends reflect deep changes in the core institutions.  

These four governance consequences were chosen because they manifest at the basic part of public lives and 
directly affect everyday political life and public trust. They include: (5) collapse of coherent political discourse 
(Political Communication "Fragmented"), (6) low voter engagements and its high threshold  (Citizen Participation 
"Marginalized"), (7) access to policy and control of the agenda by lobbying groups undermines broad representation. 
(Lobbying System "Interest Group-Driven"), and (8) instability of bureaucracy neutrality caused by party alternation 
(Administrative Bureaucracy "Partisanized"). 

In summary, the 4+4 structure provides a modular framework that captures the causal pathways and feedback in 
the erosion of institutional democracy. 
 
2.2 Case Selection and Source Framework  
 

The primary anchor case in the “4+4” framework is the U.S., while cases from other countries are used as 
reference cases. Each trend includes the U.S. corresponding social phenomena as well as evidence from other national 
contexts. In case selection, particular emphasis is placed on the important political events and high-impact institutional 
developments. The comparison does not follow the traditional regime to regime approach; instead it is organized 
around the parallel trends across different political systems.  

This study draws on a mixed-method empirical foundation. The case selection is based on whether it demonstrates 
a recurrent and institutionally significant pattern of response to structural alienation or trends in the political system. 
Cases will be included only if they meet the following three conditions: (1) recur over time, (2) observable institutional 
or governance consequences, and (3) functionally consistent with one of the defined framework trends. These cases 
are not selected as statistically representative samples, but rather as diagnostic and illustrative cases for each trend. 
All cases were analyzed through typological interpretation. Most of the supporting evidence comes from authoritative 
statistical agencies both domestically and internationally, leading international media reports, official documents, and 
academic literature. All materials were used as evidence to identify and verify the existence of specific structures or 
governance trends.  A case is categorized into a specific category only when a particular pattern recurs over time and 
has a noticeable impact at the institutional or governance level. Cross-border comparisons do not rely on institutional 
equivalence; instead, they are based on the similarity of patterns in institutional functions. 
 
2.3 Comparative Design / Mode of Comparison 
 

This study adopts a trend-oriented and modular comparative strategy. This comparison is not based on political 
systems or types of regimes, but rather on patterns and trends, employing a non-holistic approach that shifts the unit 
of comparison from the nation-state to trends. The functional contrast and trend-based mapping is used to identify 
recurrent patterns of institutional deformation and democratic erosion. 

The reference cases are used to illustrate convergence or divergence from other nations compared to the situation 
in the United States. Cases from different institutional contexts illustrate the different manifestations of the same trend, 
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or structurally similar forms of institutional pressure. 
The trends identified in the framework (Figure 1) can explain whether the manifestation or degree is similar or 

different. This comparison focuses on the existence of functionally similar deformation patterns and how the strength 
or form of these patterns changes in different contexts. Evidence is drawn from institutional manifestations, social 
phenomena in public life, media environments, legislation or policies. Evidence is aligned by functional equivalence 
and pattern similarity. Instead of comparing formal institutional structures, analysis focuses on the political system 
distortions against its designed goals. 

The purpose of the framework-based comparison is structural diagnosis. The full analysis of this article unfolds 
in the form of a narrative discussion, but its comparative logic follows an analytical structure. To illustrate how these 
comparisons are operationalized, we provide an example—the “Extended Comparative Political Analysis Figure”—
as a visual reference (Figure 2). The figure condenses the broader comparative logic into five dimensions: topic 
summary, heterogeneous international data, similar data, and corresponding social phenomena (including support and 
opposition). Each of the following sections uses this comparative framework to illustrate an institutional trend. 
 

 
Figure 2. Evolutionary Trends of the American Democratic Political System: Comparative Analysis. 
 

Extended comparative political analysis framework (the complete framework used in the analysis is more 
extensive and detailed). This example figure shows how each institutional deformation trend compares with 
international cases and related social phenomena. The figure presented here is provided solely as an illustrative 
example. 
 
3. Results / Trend-by-Trend Analysis 
 

The following section provides a detailed analysis of each institutional trend identified in the 4+4 framework. 
Each of the 8 subsequent sections next allows the methodological framework shown before in Figure X. Each trend 
is examined through four sections: (1) conceptual definition, (2) manifestations within the United States, (3) cross-
national illustrations, and (4) structural implications for system governance. The comparative logic stays the same 
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across all trends. Each analysis is centered on the U.S. as the anchor case, while other countries are used to show either 
similarities or differences in how the trend appears or develops. There are two main aspects, Structural Mechanisms 
of Institutional Deformation and Alienation of governance results. 
 
Part 1 Upstream institutional deformation 
 
3.1 Presidential Election "Reality-Showification"  
 
Trend Definition 

Reality-showification of presidential election refers to the competitiveness of elections as increasingly 
restructured as a form of political entertainment. Electoral success becomes increasingly dependent on emotional 
performance or personal image instead of candidate's achievements or ability. This shift is associated with a cult of 
personality among supporters, where loyalty is based on image and charisma instead of the policies debates. 
 
U.S. Manifestation 

From the earliest days of his presidential campaign to a news conference at Trump Tower on Friday during the 
2024 election, his campaign rhetoric was characterized by personal attacks and a confrontational performance style. 
Trump also appeared on a Kick livestream with Adin Ross. Trump emphasized celebrity-style visibility and symbolic 
displays of personal branding. 
 
Cross-national Illustration 

The Finnish presidential candidate debate centered on policy, with relatively limited performances or personality 
cult dynamics, reflecting the tradition of rational discussion in political culture.  

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the Bharatiya Janata Party have a huge fan base. Modi's personal image 
is highly centralized and personalized crafted as a strong leader. Supporters spread his image through social media 
and actively disseminate him as a strong leader. 
 
Structural Impact 

As an upstream structural distortion, reality-show politics tends to transform democratic elections to a symbolic 
competition, weakening their original role in policy accountability or improvements and rational discourse. 
 
3.2 Congressional Election "NPC-ization" 
 
Trend Definition 

"NPC-ization" refers to a phenomenon where legislative elections are structurally less competitive and 
procedurally more of a formality than a truly competitive election. Here, it is used as an ideal type of analytical 
metaphor, rather than a normative judgment. This term is an analytical analogy to describe systems as China’s National 
People’s Congress’s essence for reducing competitiveness and promoting consultative democracy. The election is less 
competitive, and indirect elections are implemented through the statutory margin rate(about 15%). Most candidate 
nominations are dominated by parties. Therefore, the term "NPC-ization" is used to describe the performative and 
procedural characteristics of low-competition legislative elections, rather than to imply institutional equivalence or 
regime similarity. 
 
U.S. Manifestation 

In the United States, congressional elections are increasingly characterized by low competitiveness and the secure 
positions of incumbent representatives. The reelection rate for incumbent members of the United States House of 
Representatives has been over 85%-95% since 2000-2020 according to OpenSecrets. The midterms in 2018 had a 91% 
reelection rate for incumbent members of the House of Representatives. The 2018 midterms saw Republicans win 10 
of North Carolina's 13 congressional districts, despite party support among voters in the state being relatively equal 
among both parties.  



Vol. 2026 (5) 368 – 386 
ISSN 2688-3651 [online] 

373 

Republican candidate Carlos Jimenez won by a narrow margin during Florida's 26th district in 2020 against the 
Democratic incumbent, 51.7% of the vote. These cases illustrate that while some districts can become more 
competitive, districts can still limit competition on a larger scale. 
 
Cross-national Illustration 

NPC-ization trends are not exclusive to the United States. Switzerland represents a contrasting case, where the 
election adopts a proportional representation system + multi-party system, the turnover rate of parliamentarians is 
high, and political parties rotate frequently. The allocation of parliamentary seats is based on the national vote, and 
there is no concept of safe seats; In the German parliamentary election, a mixed system is adopted. In addition, there 
are multiple parties in power, and political parties have limited influence on the allocation of seats. There are frequent 
rotations within political parties, high pressure, and high competition. 

Russia illustrates a near-ideal-typical case of safe seats, most seats are actually firmly controlled by United Russia. 
Independent candidates find it difficult to break through media blockades and legal barriers; In Japan's parliamentary 
elections, many local constituencies have long been controlled by the dominant Liberal Democratic Party. About 60% 
of the single-seat constituencies in the House of Representatives are considered safe seats and are mainly controlled 
by the Liberal Democratic Party. 
 
Structural Impact 

Citizens’ political apathy intensifies, elections increasingly tending to serve a confirmation rather than a 
competition. The specified election results spread “perceived decline in political efficacy" among citizens. The link 
between representatives and voters is declining. That causes the democratic response from representatives standing 
for minority interest groups and contributes to declining public trust in representative democracy. 
 
3.3 Representation "Party-Centric" 
 
Trend Definition 

Representation “Party-Centric” refers to the erosion of pluralistic democracy. The elected officials no longer stand 
for the voters and their selection and legislative behaviour mainly depends on party loyalty or interest groups. From 
the structural point of view, the representative system(Congress) becomes an organization increasingly driven by 
internal party incentive mechanisms and disciplinary structures. The structure was reoriented away from voter-
centered representation. 
 
U.S. Manifestation 

In the United States, the rise of party primaries and partisan gerrymandering has led to a pursuit of ideological 
correctness rather than consensus building. In the fall of 2023, the Republican Party and the Democrats were 
deadlocked on the federal budget issue and refused to compromise, eventually forcing Kevin McCarthy to be removed 
by the party; The medical problem in the United States has been prominent throughout history, and costs are high 
around the world. Gallup polls in recent years show that 75% are dissatisfied with the cost of medical care in the 
United States (D or F), 27% cannot afford high-quality medical services due to the cost, and 18% have worsened their 
health as a result. Although the ACA (Affordable Care Act) was introduced in 2010, the situation has not improved 
ideally. In 2024, "Lower Costs, More Transparency Act" passed by the House, but it was not passed by the Senate 
finally. 

The US Congress has passed the Chips and Science Act, providing tens of billions of dollars in new funding to 
promote US semiconductor research and manufacturing. According to the 2024 Department of Commerce data, the 
bill has facilitated more than 50 semiconductor projects with an investment of more than $200 billion. It is expected 
to create 20,000 direct jobs in 2025. On a few key issues, the representative system still delivers bipartisan outcomes. 
 
Cross-national Illustration 

The German Bundestag emphasizes the independence of its members. Free voting is allowed on important issues, 
and parties cannot force a unified position, so the control of party groups is relatively low. The Swiss Parliament 
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implements a multi-party consultation mechanism, with multiple parties in power. Cross-party cooperation between 
members is common, and the control of political parties is relatively weak. Members often vote based on local public 
opinion or cross-party consensus, and are highly representative. 

These cases demonstrate that political parties have a high degree of control over individual legislators. Since 
Viktor Orbán's second term in office began in 2010, Hungary has experienced a democratic backslide. Under his 
proclaim of illiberal democracy, promoted euroscepticism, opposition to liberal democracy, Hungarian Fidesz has 
dominated the parliament, the party's will is the policy, and the MPs are completely obedient to the leadership; The 
anti-defection law in the Indian Constitution means that if the MPs go against the party's will, they will be disqualified.  
Party control has weakened the representativeness of MPs, and cross-party bills have almost disappeared.    
 
Structural Impact 

The collapse of representational diversity into rigid partisanship undermines legislative responsiveness and 
weakens marginal constituencies that are out of step with the mainstream party agenda. Parliament has increasingly 
transformed into a party-controlled institution with narrowed policy determination space. 
 
3.4 Separation of Powers "Party-Divided" 
 
Trend Definition 

Separation of Powers "Party-Divided" refers to a structural condition in which the institutional balance between 
the executive, legislative, and judicial branches is subordinated to partisan positions and inter-branch political alliances. 
This transformation undermines the horizontal accountability necessary for democratic governance. 
 
U.S. Manifestation 

In 2016, Democratic President Obama nominated Merrick Garland to replace the deceased Justice Scalia; 
However, the Republican-controlled Senate refused to hold a hearing for 293 days, indicating that judicial 
appointments have become a tool for partisan strategic control, rather than the result of institutional deliberations; The 
U.S. government has experienced 21 shutdowns in the past 60 years, reflecting divergences of two parties to reach an 
agreement on the government funding budget. In 2018, the government was shut down for 35 days due to the issue of 
"border wall funding"; In 2022, the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade with a 6:3 ruling, and voting patterns 
aligned almost entirely consistent with the division of conservative and liberal judges, reinforcing perceptions of 
"politically motivated verdict." 

In the 2020 DACA repeal case, Justice Roberts joined the liberal justices, ruling 5:4 that the Trump 
administration's repeal of the DACA program was invalid; In the 2022 Biden administration environmental protection 
bill (West Virginia v. EPA), the court ruled that the Environmental Protection Agency had no authority to set 
comprehensive carbon emission restrictions, reflecting the limitations on executive orders. 
 
Cross-national Illustration 

In Russia, the formal separation of powers has been severely undermined. The Putin government has strengthened 
presidential power to make the judiciary completely subordinate to the executive branch; Turkey represents a case of 
executive consolidation. In 2017, Turkey passed a referendum to amend the constitution, transforming the 
parliamentary system into a presidential system, giving the president almost complete control over legislative and 
executive powers; In 2018, four Indian Supreme Court judges held a press conference and publicly accused the then 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra of favoritism in case allocation. 

Some countries still maintain strong separation mechanisms. German politics does not interfere with the judiciary. 
The Constitutional Court (Bundesverfassungsgericht) is highly independent and has ruled that the federal government 
and parliament are unconstitutional on many occasions. In 2011 the German Constitutional Court gave its verdict on 
the legality of the EU rescue fund. Judges are elected jointly by the Bundestag and the Bundesrat and have to be 
elected with a two-thirds majority, thus warding off party politics. 
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Structural Impact 
The checks and balances of power in state organs under party control are increasingly functioning as instruments 

of partisan competition, the democratic system increasingly loses its capacity to provide neutral oversight mechanisms, 
judicial independence is restricted. This transformation constitutes a structural shift from constitutional governance to 
persistent partisan constitutional conflict. 
 
Part 2 Downstream governance consequences 
 
3.5 Political Communication "Fragmented" 
 
Trend Definition 

The fragmentation of political communication refers to the phenomenon caused by media polarization, the online 
social media environment, and the algorithm-driven "echo chamber effect." This trend reinforced social polarization 
and undermined the prerequisite for rational democratic consultation. 
 
U.S. Manifestation 

Between June and November 2016, groups aligned with supporting Trump and against Clinton engaged in what 
has been retrospectively described as the "The Great Meme War" on platforms such as Reddit. These activities involve 
influences on public opinion by creating and spreading political meaning memes. This activity has exacerbated 
information barriers, and groups with different political stances have deepened prejudices in their respective online 
communities; The United States has long been indecisive on climate change and energy policies. Liberals emphasize 
scientific consensus and green transformation, while conservatives question the severity of climate change and oppose 
environmental protection policies, believing that they undermine economic freedom. This confrontation has evolved 
into a polarized climate issue to become a cultural and ideological cleavage. 

The response to the terrorist attacks on 911 demonstrated the power of unity in a crisis. President George W. Bush 
delivered a nationally televised address, placing the attacks within the framework of a cohesive national narrative; 
Congress subsequently passed the AUMF "Authorization for Use of Military Force" and the "Patriot Act". Media such 
as CNN, Fox News and NBC interrupted their regular programs to report on the scene. Public opinions from Gallup 
indicated that Bush's approval rating rose to 90%. The centralized and unified release of information mobilized 
national unity and public support. 
 
Cross-national Illustration 

In the 2019 Indian general election, the BJP raised hundreds of thousands of volunteers to set up WhatsApp 
groups to spread personal propaganda and political achievements. It had a huge effect on rural and semi-urban areas; 
Hungary's political communication is composed of traditional media and social platforms controlled by the 
government. Under the centralization policy of the Orban government, a large number of private television and radio 
media were acquired and reorganized into "pro-government media", and the consistency of public opinion was 
facilitated through state advertising budgets and personnel intervention. 

After the 2017 election, the South Korean government strengthened its cooperation with social media platforms; 
Germany implemented the Network Enforcement Act (NetzDG) in 2017, forcing social platforms to delete hateful or 
false political content within 24 hours of receiving a report. These cases illustrate different regulatory responses to 
communication fragmentation 
 
Structural Impact 

The fragmentation of communication has eroded the information foundation of democracy, replaced 
communication with confrontation, and weakened democratic consensus. It also significantly constrains effective 
policy-making. 
 
3.6 Citizen Participation "Marginalized" 
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Trend Definition 
Marginalization of citizen participation refers to high threshold barriers that constrain meaningful democratic 

involvement. Although formal channels exist, their democratic efficacy is undermined by low turnout and the 
dominance of organized elites, especially party control in agenda-setting processes. 
 
U.S. Manifestation 

Since the 1990s, the voter turnout in U.S. presidential elections has been below 65%, except for 2020 as a special 
case, and the midterm election turnout has been below 55% for decades. Some states require strict voter identification, 
which demonstrates additional barriers to voting accessibility; Winning elections requires substantial financial 
resources. The average cost of a House of Representatives campaign in the 2022 midterm elections was about $2 
million, while Senate campaign cost tens of millions of dollars (OpenSecrets). Candidates rely on large-scale financial 
support. Ordinary people find it hard to afford campaign expenses, limiting opportunities to run for office. 

In recent years, California has continuously reformed voting convenience to increase participation. In 2015, 
California passed the "California New Motor Voter Act", which automatically registers voters when they obtain or 
renew their driver's licenses; In some states in the U.S. (such as California and Oregon), ordinary citizens or groups 
can draft and submit the policy proposals directly to a referendum by collecting a certain number of signatures, by 
passing parliamentary and government procedures with legal effect and are enforced. 
 
Cross-national Illustration 

The frequent social protests in France in recent years indicate that institutional channels have failed to effectively 
absorb social demands. The "yellow vest" movement that broke out in 2018 began with rising oil prices, but quickly 
expanded to express anger against the entire political class. The 2023 French pension reform strike expressed 
dissatisfaction with the policy of extending retirement by two years, and further intensifying social unrest; Japanese 
citizens' political participation has been at a low level for a long time. Most young people reported they did not 
understand the candidates' policies and made choices based on family or media impressions, or simply gave up voting. 

The Swiss system is the most participatory, extensive and in-depth in the world. Citizens can initiate a 
constitutional amendment with 100,000 signatures, or request a referendum on a law passed by Congress with 50,000 
signatures. The country holds an average of 3 to 4 federal referendums each year. Switzerland thus provides a model 
for incorporating citizen participatory institutions into binding governance outcomes. 
 
Structural Impact 

As participation becomes concentrated among politically active elites, the democratic process loses its 
representativeness and marginalizes citizen voices in policy making. 
 
3.7 Lobbying System "Interest Group-Driven" 
 
Trend Definition 

The Lobbying System "Interest Group-Driven" refers to the uneven influence on the policy-making process by 
organized lobbying groups, corporations, and donors. This trend distorts the policy process to serve a narrow band of 
well-funded interests, weakening the extensive responsiveness and fairness of democracy. 
 
U.S. Manifestation 

In 2021, the federal government proposed the U.S. Health Care Reform Act to negotiate drug prices with 
pharmaceutical companies, but was facing intensive opposition by the pharmaceutical lobbying group PhRMA. The 
organization spent more than $330 million on lobbying in 2021 and maintained contact with more than 250 members 
of Congress, and ultimately many clauses were eliminated, with the reform goals reduced; Purdue Pharma promoted 
the widespread prescription of OxyContin as a safe painkiller through intensive lobbying and coordinated influence 
over medical discourse. The company downplayed the risk of addiction by providing "educational funding" to doctors, 
publishing industry journals, and financing front organizations, and influenced the FDA to make favorable revisions 
to its instructions through lobbying; These trends are not confined to traditional legacy industries.  
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In 2010, despite massive lobbying by the financial industry, the U.S. Congress still passed the Dodd-Frank Act 
in response to the 2008 financial crisis; In 2022, the Railroad Strike Prevention Act received bipartisan support. The 
bill was signed by then-President Biden to protect railroad workers' working hours and vacation rights despite lobbying 
pressure. It suggests that mobilization can break through industry lobbying blockades in specific conditions. 
 
Cross-national Illustration 

India has been implementing the "election bond system" since 2017, allowing companies or individuals to donate 
to political parties anonymously with limited oversight mechanisms. Giants such as Adani Group and Reliance 
Industries are believed to be closely connected with the ruling elite and have gained significant benefits; although 
Canada has a "federal lobbying register", the industry's influence is uneven. During the review of carbon emissions 
legislation in 2021, oil companies submitted more than 900 lobbying registrations, ten times more than environmental 
organizations. 
 
Structural Impact 

As policy responses become controlled by well-funded groups, democratic representation is weakened.  
Policymaking is shifting from being accountable to voters to prioritizing the needs of narrow interest groups. 
 
3.8 Administrative Bureaucracy "Partisanized" 
 
Trend Definition 

Bureaucratic politicization refers to the loss of administrative neutrality. It refers to government agencies and civil 
servants becoming subject to partisan influence. Frequent leadership change and ideological loyalty become implicit 
expectations. It undermines policy stability and the integrity of public services. 
 
U.S. Manifestation 

Between 2017 and 2021, the Trump administration relied on the appointment of "acting officials" to avoid Senate 
confirmation. A large number of cabinet positions were not formally confirmed, and were instead filled by "acting 
officials" temporarily appointed by the president. The Trump administration appointed the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) to be led by former oil lobbyist Scott Pruitt, under his appointment, several consultants with prior ties 
to the fossil fuel industry were placed into technical departments and systematically weakened the Obama-era "Clean 
Power Plan." Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos reduced the public education budget which reflected clear partisan 
policy priorities, favoring charter schools and private models. 

The U.S. federal civil service system adopts the framework of "merit-based recruitment-performance evaluation-
lifetime tenure", and most ordinary civil service positions are institutionally insulated from electoral turnover. The 
Merit System Protection Board protects civil servants from being arbitrarily dismissed due to party changes. 
 
Cross-national Illustration 

Since the Law and Justice Party came to power in 2015, Poland has carried out a systematic partisan restructuring 
of the national administrative system. The neutral selection mechanism for most positions has been abolished; 
Following the failed coup attempt in 2016, the Erdogan government has dismissed a series of civil servants through a 
state of emergency and special decrees. According to official figures, more than 120,000 civil servants were dismissed 
in three years; Italy has experienced dozens of government changes from the late 20th century to the early 21st century. 
Due to the frequent alternation of the left, center and right camps, the administrative system is constantly disrupted by 
institutional discontinuities. 

In contrast to these trends, some countries have maintained bureaucratic insulation through institutional 
safeguards. Singapore's civil service is highly institutionalized. The Public Service Commission, chaired by the 
President, is independently responsible for the appointment, promotion and discipline of all senior civil servants. In 
international governance assessments, Singapore's public service system is often rated as the most stable and high-
quality in Asia. 
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Structural Impact 
As bureaucratic neutrality erodes, governments risk losing their ability to plan for the long term and public trust 

in administrative institutions.  
 
3.9 Summary of Structural and Governance Trends 
 

These eight trends can be clearly divided into two analytically distinct but causally related groups. Sections 3.1 
to 3.4 describe structural mechanisms of institutional deformation, while Sections 3.5 to 3.8 capture the downstream 
consequences of governance outcomes. Each pattern forms a causal chain of functional deformation’s relation with 
governance failure.  

From 3.1 to 3.4, the elections have transformed from an accountability mechanism into a theatrical performance; 
parliaments have shifted from competitive structures to low-mobility structures; representatives have changed from 
agents of the electorate to party functionaries; and the separation of powers has evolved from a system of checks and 
balances into a weapon for political factions.  

From 3.5 to 3.8, the basis for consensus in communication has collapsed; people are being marginalized in terms 
of participation; policies are being captured by capital/corporations; the bureaucracy has lost its neutrality and 
continuity. Institutional alienation is a systemic challenge that appears worldwide. The following section will examine 
the broader implications of these findings. 
 
4. Discussion / Synthesis  
 
4.1 Trends beyond the U.S. with global significance 
 

In the broader literature on institutional decline, the trends are not unique among other countries. This suggests 
they are not specific isolated events but different structural  patterns of institutional stress. From Japan to India, from 
Norway to Germany, comparative observations demonstrate that similar functions can merge under different 
institutions. The cross-country convergence indicates that structural alienation and governance failure are a 
widespread democratic issue that cut across regime types and institutional forms, directly challenging the traditional 
regime-centered explanations.  
 
4.2 Comparative Advantages of a Trend-Based Model 
 

Traditional comparisons always focus on regime categories, like presidential versus parliamentary systems, or 
democratic versus authoritarian. This framework does not take regime type or ideological labels as its primary 
analytical starting point. The framework offers a different approach to focus on observable functional trends. It isolates 
specific trends within democratic practice and compares these trends across countries. Rather than judging democracy 
by scores based on democratic forms and procedures, the framework system is designed to measure the performance 
on practice. This makes the assessment more pragmatic, especially for countries that formally meet democratic 
standards but have functional problems. It is an observational tool that transcends institutional labels. It does not 
replace existing democracy indices, but rather complements them. 
 
4.3 Limitations 
 

First, there are limits on empirical scope. This study relies on open data, international news, statistics from public 
organizations and books while lacking field research, detailed case explorations, or original primary research. 
Furthermore, the selection of international comparative cases is uneven, which limits the general applicability of some 
of the comparative observations. 

Second, there are methodological limitations. The framework is designed as a descriptive and diagnostic tool 
rather than a causal model. The framework is designed to categorize events into eight trends and some cases may 
involve rare or specific circumstances, or a dual nature. This cannot fully explain the causes of institutional alienation 



Vol. 2026 (5) 368 – 386 
ISSN 2688-3651 [online] 

379 

and may overlook interactions or intersectionality between different structural factors. Moreover, no quantitative 
methods are applied in this study. 

Third, this study has limitations in terms of applicability and generalizability. The framework is primarily based 
on representative democratic systems and hard to apply to other forms of government. Its diagnostic logic is more 
suitable for cases where institutional forms formally exist but are functionally weak. The framework emphasizes 
structural symptoms rather than explanatory mechanisms, making it more suitable for observation than prediction. 
The framework also does not include additional adjustments for federal or unitary countries. Furthermore, this 
approach may underestimate the role of specific political cultures and different national contextual factors. Future 
research could improve this framework by incorporating field studies, longitudinal analysis, or regional adjustments 
to the framework. 
 
5. Conclusion 
 

This article proposes a comparative framework – a 4+4 analytical framework – to identify and classify two key 
patterns of deformation at the institutional and governance levels. This model links the upstream institutional structural 
function with the downstream governance performance. When the cases of the United States and other countries are 
placed together within the framework, the analysis indicates that institutional distortions are not isolated phenomena, 
but rather structurally interconnected patterns. Furthermore, patterns of institutional reversal are not unique to the 
United States, but instead reflect a broader global structural trend observable across different political systems and 
regime types. The framework reveals the structure and governance coupling, while the roots are systemic deformation 
at the level of institutional function instead of policy failures. This provides a framework to identify the deviation 
from institutional design. While the model is not intended to predict the future, it provides a systemic perspective for 
identifying institutional deviations from democratic functions. Analysis suggests that institutional erosion is structural 
and pervasive, with governance failure being its downstream manifestation. This study does not end the discussion, 
but opens a new path for institutional observation and comparative insight. 
 
References 
 
Adar, S., & Seufert, G. (2021). Turkey’s presidential system after two and a half years: An overview of institutions 
and politics (SWP Research Paper 2021/RP 02). Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik. 
https://doi.org/10.18449/2021RP02 
 
Al Jazeera. (2017, July 15). Turkey’s failed coup attempt: All you need to know. 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/7/15/turkeys-failed-coup-attempt-all-you-need-to-know 
 
Arfwedson, J. (2012, June 24). Italy in the tax turmoil. IREF Europe. https://en.irefeurope.org/publications/online-
articles/article/hollande-is-right-about-cutting-public-spending/ 
 
Armstrong, D. (2019, November 19). Inside Purdue Pharma’s media playbook: How it planted the opioid “anti-
story”. ProPublica. https://www.propublica.org/article/inside-purdue-pharma-media-playbook-how-it-planted-the-
opioid-anti-story 
 
Asia Society. (n.d.). How Singapore developed a high-quality teacher workforce. https://asiasociety.org/global-
cities-education-network/how-singapore-developed-high-quality-teacher-workforce 
 
Associated Press. (2023, October). Speaker McCarthy ousted in historic House vote, as scramble begins for a 
Republican leader. https://whyy.org/articles/us-congress-speaker-mccarthy-gaetz-house-vote-to-oust/ 
 
Associated Press. (2024, September 8). The AI industry uses a light lobbying touch to educate Congress from a 
corporate perspective. U.S. News & World Report. https://www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2024-09-08/the-
ai-industry-uses-a-light-lobbying-touch-to-educate-congress-from-a-corporate-perspective 
 
Ballotpedia. (n.d.). Ballot initiative. https://ballotpedia.org/Ballot_initiative 



Vol. 2026 (5) 368 – 386 
ISSN 2688-3651 [online] 

380 

Ballotpedia. (2020). General election for U.S. House Florida District 26. (Candidates and election results). 
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida%27s_26th_Congressional_District_election,_2020 
 
Ballotpedia. (2024, November 5). Voter identification laws by state. 
https://ballotpedia.org/Voter_identification_laws_by_state 
 
Ballotpedia. (2025, July 3). Trump White House staff, 2017-2021. 
https://ballotpedia.org/Trump_White_House_staff,_2017-2021 
 
Bertelsmann Stiftung. (2024). BTI 2024 country report: Russia. https://bti-project.org/en/reports/country-
report/RUS 
 
Blau, B. M., Griffith, T. G., & Whitby, R. J. (2022). Lobbying and lending by banks around the financial crisis. 
Public Choice, 192(3-4), 377–397. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11127-022-00991-5 
 
Bundesverfassungsgericht. (n.d.). The Federal Constitutional Court. 
https://www.bundesverfassungsgericht.de/EN/TheFederalConstitutionalCourt/thefederalconstitutionalcourt_node.ht
ml 
 
Bundesverfassungsgericht. (2011, September 7). Verfassungsbeschwerden gegen Maßnahmen zur Griechenland-
Hilfe und zum Euro-Rettungsschirm erfolglos - Keine Verletzung der Haushaltsautonomie des Bundestages. 
https://www.bundesverfassungsgericht.de/SharedDocs/Pressemitteilungen/DE/2011/bvg11-055.html 
 
Bush, G. W. (2001, September 20). Address to a joint session of Congress and the American people. American 
Rhetoric. 
https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/PDFFiles/George%20W.%20Bush%20-%20Joint%20Session%20Addr
ess%20on%20Terrorist%20Attacks.pdf 
 
California Secretary of State. (n.d.). California motor voter. https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/california-motor-voter 
 
California Secretary of State. (2018). Six new languages added to 2018 election language assistance requirements. 
https://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/news-releases-and-advisories/2018-news-releases-and-advisories/six-new-
languages-added-2018-election-language-assistance-requirements 
 
California Secretary of State. (2020). Vote by mail. https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/vote-mail 
 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. (2001, January). Is there a separation of powers in Russia? 
https://carnegieendowment.org/events/2001/01/is-there-a-separation-of-powers-in-russia?lang=en 
 
Carlo, A. (2022, October 21). Italy has its 68th government in 76 years. Why such a high turnover? Euronews. 
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2022/10/21/italy-is-set-for-its-68th-government-in-76-years-why-such-a-
high-turnover 
 
Carpenter, M. J., & Perrier, B. (2023). Yellow vests: Anti-austerity, pro-democracy, and popular (not populist). 
Frontiers in Political Science, 5. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpos.2023.1037942 
 
Center for Gun Violence Solutions. (2022). Gun violence in the United States: 2022 report. Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health. https://publichealth.jhu.edu/sites/default/files/2024-09/2022-cgvs-gun-
violence-in-the-united-states.pdf 
 
Chatterjee, M. (2025, June 6). The AI lobby plants its flag in Washington. Politico. 
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/06/06/the-ai-lobby-plants-its-flag-in-washington-00389549 
 
Christopher, B. (2020, August 14). California’s (mostly) all-mail 2020 election, explained. CalMatters. 
https://calmatters.org/explainers/california-all-mail-election-explained-november-2020/ 
 



Vol. 2026 (5) 368 – 386 
ISSN 2688-3651 [online] 

381 

Cirruzzo, C., & Leonard, B. (2024, April 24). Pharma lobbying up in 2024. Politico. 
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-pulse/2024/04/24/pharma-lobbying-up-in-2024-00153996 
 
Corbet, S., & Le Deley, J. (2023, January 19). Over 1 million march against raising retirement age. AP News. 
https://apnews.com/article/france-retirement-age-limit-protests-866eb86aea5cf0d39894b96d2888c26f 
 
Congressional Research Service. (2022, July 12). Supreme Court addresses major questions doctrine and EPA's 
regulation of greenhouse gas emissions. https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/LSB10791 
 
Cox, S., & Riley, S. J. (2019, June 13). Industry responsible for 80 per cent of Senate lobbying linked to Bill C-69. 
The Narwhal. https://thenarwhal.ca/industry-responsible-for-80-per-cent-of-senate-lobbying-linked-to-bill-c-69/ 
 
CT.internetgovernance. (2024, April 18). The traditional media's role in sculpting "truth": The originator profile and 
unfair election reports. Internet Governance. https://www.internetgovernance.org/2024/04/18/the-traditional-
medias-role-in-sculpting-truth-the-originator-profile-and-unfair-election-reports/ 
 
Deutschland. (n.d.). The German Bundestag is elected every four years by free, secret, and direct ballot by citizens 
aged 18 and over who are eligible to vote. Parliament & Parties. https://www.tatsachen-ueber-
deutschland.de/en/politics-germany/parliament-parties 
 
Dwyer, D. (2020, June 18). Supreme Court blocks Trump from ending DACA. ABC News. 
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/supreme-court-makes-major-decision-daca/story?id=71254750 
 
Dylan, D. (2023). How did Switzerland get proportional representation? Electoral-reform. https://electoral-
reform.org.uk/how-did-switzerland-get-proportional-representation/ 
 
Economic & Political Weekly. (2019, December). How did social media impact India's 2019 general election? 
https://www.epw.in/engage/article/how-did-social-media-impact-india-2019-general-election 
 
Egan, P. J., & Mullin, M. (2023). US partisan polarization on climate change: Can stalemate give way to 
opportunity? PS: Political Science & Politics, 57(1), 30–35. https://doi.org/10.1017/S1049096523000495 
 
Ellis-Petersen, H. (2024, March 15). Narendra Modi’s BJP given £570m under scheme allowing anonymous 
donations. The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/mar/15/narendra-modi-bjp-given-570m-under-
scheme-allowing-anonymous-donations 
 
Findlay, S., & Lockett, H. (2020, November 12). Modi’s Rockefeller: Gautam Adani and the concentration of power 
in India. Financial Times. https://www.ft.com/content/474706d6-1243-4f1e-b365-891d4c5d528b 
 
Freedom House. (2022). Russia: Freedom in the World 2022 country report. 
https://freedomhouse.org/country/russia/freedom-world/2022 
 
Fukuyama, F. (1992). The end of history and the last man. Free Press. 
 
Gallup. (2022, October 6). Majorities rate cost, equity of U.S. healthcare negatively. 
https://news.gallup.com/poll/402191/majorities-rate-cost-equity-healthcare-negatively.aspx 
 
Gerstein, J., Ollstein, A. M., & Forgey, Q. (2022, June 24). Supreme Court gives states green light to ban abortion, 
overturning Roe. Politico. https://www.politico.com/news/2022/06/24/supreme-court-overturns-roe-v-wade-
00042244 
 
Government of Canada. (2024, November 4). Canada releases draft regulations to cap pollution, drive innovation, 
and create jobs in the oil and gas industry. https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-
change/news/2024/11/canada-releases-draft-regulations-to-cap-pollution-drive-innovation-and-create-jobs-in-the-
oil-and-gas-industry.html 
 



Vol. 2026 (5) 368 – 386 
ISSN 2688-3651 [online] 

382 

Greenwood, E. (n.d.). A detailed overview of the numerous direct democracy mechanisms used in Switzerland. ACE 
Project. https://aceproject.org/regions-en/countries-and-territories/CH/case-studies/esy_ch02 
 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. (2022, February 9). What led to the opioid crisis—and how to fix it. 
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/features/what-led-to-the-opioid-crisis-and-how-to-fix-it/ 
 
Healthline. (n.d.). The pros and cons of Obamacare. https://www.healthline.com/health/consumer-healthcare-
guide/pros-and-cons-obamacare 
 
Hoffman, L. H., Leslie, W., & Ifeanyichukwu, E. (2025, January 26). Perception and mobilization of “truth”: 
January 6, 2021, Stop the Steal, and social media. Political Science Quarterly. Advance online publication. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/psq.12897 
 
Hoyer, S. (2016, March 22). Senate Republicans refuse to do their job, consider Supreme Court nominee Judge 
Garland. https://leaderarchive-hoyer.house.gov/content/senate-republicans-refuse-do-their-job-consider-supreme-
court-nominee-judge-garland 
 
Ian, S. (2025, February 24). Exploring the proportional outcome of Germany’s 2025 Federal election. Electoral-
reform. https://electoral-reform.org.uk/exploring-the-proportional-outcome-of-germanys-2025-federal-election/ 
 
International Citizens Insurance. (2024). How much does healthcare cost in the U.S.? 
https://www.internationalinsurance.com/resources/healthcare-costs-in-the-usa.php 
 
IPU Parline. (2024). Election results | Japan. https://data.ipu.org/parliament/JP/JP-LC01/election/JP-LC01-
E20241027/ 
 
Issue One. (2023, February 10). The congressional fundraising treadmill. https://issueone.org/articles/the-
congressional-fundraising-treadmill-2022-election/ 
 
Italy Magazine. (2007, August 23). Government capital gains tax hike proposal sparks row. 
https://www.italymagazine.com/featured-story/goverment-capital-gains-tax-hike-proposal-sparks-row 
 
Jaswal, S. (2024, May 15). How Digital Witness Lab analyzed data from BJP WhatsApp groups ahead of the Indian 
elections. Pulitzer Center. https://pulitzercenter.org/how-digital-witness-lab-analyzed-data-bjp-whatsapp-groups-
ahead-indian-elections 
 
Jaswal, S. (2024, May 15). Inside the BJP’s WhatsApp machine. Pulitzer Center. 
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/inside-bjps-whatsapp-machine 
 
Kim, B. (2024, February 19). Deepfakes swirl in S. Korea ahead of general elections. Yonhap News Agency. 
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240219003100320 
 
Knight, B. (2018, January 1). Germany implements new internet hate speech crackdown. DW. 
https://www.dw.com/en/germany-implements-new-internet-hate-speech-crackdown/a-41991590 
 
Kolodny, A. (2020, August). How FDA failures contributed to the opioid crisis. AMA Journal of Ethics. 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/how-fda-failures-contributed-opioid-crisis/2020-08 
 
Krekó, P. (2022). The birth of an illiberal informational autocracy in Europe: A case study on Hungary. Journal of 
Illiberalism Studies, 2(1), 55–72. https://doi.org/10.53483/WCJW3538 
 
Kuhn, A. (2021, October 29). Low turnout among young voters in Japan may mean the ruling party stays in power. 
NPR. https://www.npr.org/2021/10/29/1050620562/low-turnout-among-young-voters-in-japan-may-mean-the-
ruling-party-stays-in-power 
 
Le Deley, J. (2023, March 9). France’s young people stand up against higher retirement age. AP News. 



Vol. 2026 (5) 368 – 386 
ISSN 2688-3651 [online] 

383 

https://apnews.com/article/france-retirement-age-protests-youth-07eeaf6740b02eb22b0dacd331218a5f 
 
Majumdar, J. (2022, September). India must reform its anti-defection law to prevent further corrosion of democracy. 
JURIST. https://www.jurist.org/commentary/2022/07/jishnutosh-majumdar-anti-defection-india/ 
 
Martin, A. K. T. (2021, October 29). Voter apathy looms over yet another election in Japan. The Japan Times. 
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/10/29/national/politics-diplomacy/japan-voter-apathy/ 
 
Mateusz, C. (2017, January 25). Constitutional reform in Turkey: The president takes it all. Centre for Eastern 
Studies (OSW). https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2017-01-25/constitutional-reform-turkey-president-
takes-it-all 
 
Merit Systems Protection Board. (2008, January). Introduction to the MSPB. 
https://www.mspb.gov/publicaffairs/press_releases/Introduction_to_the_MSPB_Jan_2008_412430.pdf 
 
Merit Systems Protection Board. (2011, October). Introduction to the MSPB. 
https://www.mspb.gov/media/IntrotoMSPBOct192011.pdf 
 
Murakami, S., Geddie, J., & Kelly, T. (2024, October 27). Japan's ruling coalition loses majority, election outcome 
in balance. Reuters. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/japan-votes-election-expected-punish-pm-ishibas-
coalition-2024-10-26/ 
 
National Education Association. (2020, February 13). 5 reasons Betsy DeVos should be fired. 
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/betsy-devos-should-be-fired 
 
National Head Start Association. (2025, March 9). Government funding negotiations continue with shutdown 
looming. https://nhsa.org/government-funding-negotiations-continue-with-shutdown-looming/ 
 
Niedzwiadek, N. (2022, December 2). Biden signs law bringing rail strike saga to an end. Politico. 
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/12/02/biden-brings-rail-saga-to-close-in-signing-ceremony-00071907 
 
Notes from Poland. (2018, July 31). Law and justice? A brief guide to Poland’s judicial reforms. 
https://notesfrompoland.com/2018/07/31/law-and-justice-a-brief-guide-to-polands-judicial-reforms/ 
 
NPR. (2016, September 6). 170-plus days and counting: GOP unlikely to end Supreme Court blockade soon. 
https://www.npr.org/2016/09/06/492857860/173-days-and-counting-gop-unlikely-to-end-blockade-on-garland-
nomination-soon 
 
Ohlheiser, A. (2016, June 17). Trump's meme brigade took over Reddit. Now Reddit is trying to stop them. The 
Washington Post. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-intersect/wp/2016/06/17/trumps-meme-brigade-took-
over-reddit-now-reddit-is-trying-to-stop-them/ 
 
OpenSecrets. (2020). Incumbent advantage in U.S. congressional elections. https://www.opensecrets.org/elections-
overview/incumbent-advantage 
 
OpenSecrets. (2025). Industry profile: Pharmaceuticals/health products. https://www.opensecrets.org/federal-
lobbying/industries/summary?id=H04 
 
Patri, A. (2020). The “Great Meme War:” The alt-right and its multifarious enemies. Angles: New Perspectives on 
the Anglophone World, (10). https://doi.org/10.4000/angles.369 
 
Peterson-KFF Health System Tracker. (2025, April 19). How does health spending in the U.S. compare to other 
countries? https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/chart-collection/health-spending-u-s-compare-countries/ 
 
Pew Research Center. (2024, July 24). Key facts about Americans and guns. https://www.pewresearch.org/short-
reads/2024/07/24/key-facts-about-americans-and-guns/ 



Vol. 2026 (5) 368 – 386 
ISSN 2688-3651 [online] 

384 

PRS Legislative Research. (2022, October 5). The anti-defection law that does not aid stability. 
https://prsindia.org/articles-by-prs-team/the-anti-defection-law-that-does-not-aid-stability 
 
Public Service Commission. (n.d.). Public Service Commission. https://www.psc.gov.sg/ 
 
Purohit, K. (2024, February 15). What are India’s electoral bonds, the secret donations powering Modi’s BJP? Al 
Jazeera. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/2/15/what-are-electoral-bonds-the-secret-donations-powering-
modis-bjp 
 
Rashad, O., & Swartz, K. (2020, July 28). UC will sue Trump administration over new international student visa 
rules. CalMatters. https://calmatters.org/education/higher-education/college-beat/2020/07/uc-sue-trump-
administration-international-student-visa/ 
 
Reuters. (2020, October 26). Trump celebrates at White House as Supreme Court nominee confirmed. 
https://www.reuters.com/article/world/trump-celebrates-at-white-house-as-supreme-court-nominee-confirmed-
idUSKBN27B138/ 
 
Rose, J. (2020, March 9). How Trump has filled high-level jobs without Senate confirmation votes. NPR. 
https://www.npr.org/2020/03/09/813577462/how-trump-has-filled-high-level-jobs-without-senate-confirmation 
 
Schaeffer, K. (2023, January 9). 118th U.S. Congress continues to grow in racial, ethnic diversity. Pew Research 
Center. https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2023/01/09/u-s-congress-continues-to-grow-in-racial-ethnic-
diversity/ 
 
Schofield, H. (2023, January 19). France strikes: One million protest against Macron’s rise in retirement age. BBC 
News. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-64309155 
 
Spike, J. (2024, July 31). How Hungary’s Orbán uses control of the media to escape scrutiny and keep the public in 
the dark. Associated Press. https://apnews.com/article/hungary-media-democracy-orban-magyar-european-
parliament-f6315d7cc252f210c360863de403054e 
 
Spike, J. (2025, March). Hungary targets critics with bill that would blacklist critical media and NGOs. Associated 
Press. https://apnews.com/article/hungary-orban-fidesz-bill-media-ngos-control-
73586b0f1decfae351c4c7700eec4511 
 
Swiss National Museum. (2022, May). Direct democracy in Switzerland. 
https://blog.nationalmuseum.ch/en/2022/05/direct-democracy-in-switzerland/ 
 
Tamaki, O. (2022, September 29). Free votes and the analysis of recorded votes: Evidence from Germany (1949–
2021). https://doi.org/10.1080/01402382.2022.2114651 
 
The Economist. (2022, December 5). Political instability in Italy has always affected reform. 
https://www.economist.com/special-report/2022/12/05/political-instability-in-italy-has-always-affected-reform 
 
The Guardian. (2017, July 15). Turkey sacks more than 7,000 civil servants one year on from failed coup. 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/15/turkey-sacks-over-7000-civil-servants-for-alleged-links-to-terror-
groups 
 
The Guardian. (2022, May 27). How lawmakers in thrall to the NRA stifle gun safety laws. 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/may/27/texas-shooting-nra-stifles-gun-regulations 
 
The Guardian. (2025, March 19). Trump’s EPA aims to cut pollution rules projected to save nearly 200,000 lives: 
‘People will be hurt’. https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/mar/19/trump-epa-pollution-regulation-cuts 
 
The Guardian. (2025, May). EU urged to act over Hungary’s plans to “effectively outlaw free press”. 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/may/21/eu-urged-to-act-over-hungarian-legislation-which-could-restrict-



Vol. 2026 (5) 368 – 386 
ISSN 2688-3651 [online] 

385 

free-press 
 
The New York Times. (2023, October 3). Far-right G.O.P. faction throws House into chaos as McCarthy is ousted. 
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2023/10/03/us/mccarthy-gaetz-speaker-news 
 
The New York Times. (2024, September 9). How Trump has used debates to belittle women. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/09/us/politics/trump-debate-women.html 
 
The Verge. (2024, August 5). Donald Trump appeared on a Kick livestream with Adin Ross, then things got weird. 
https://www.theverge.com/2024/8/5/24214007/trump-adin-ross-livestream-kick-2024-presidential-election 
 
The Washington Post. (2025, January 6). Social media & the January 6th attack [PDF]. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/documents/5bfed332-d350-47c0-8562-0137a4435c68.pdf 
 
The White House. (n.d.). Wall Street reform: The Dodd-Frank Act. 
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/economy/middle-class/dodd-frank-wall-street-reform 
 
ThoughtCo. (2024, July 13). All 21 government shutdowns in U.S. history. 
https://www.thoughtco.com/government-shutdown-history-3368274 
 
Trace. (2002). Television viewing in the wake of September 11 [Unpublished honors thesis]. University of 
Tennessee. https://trace.tennessee.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1595&context=utk_chanhonoproj 
 
U.S. Congress. (2001). H.R.3162: Uniting and strengthening America by providing appropriate tools required to 
intercept and obstruct terrorism (USA PATRIOT Act) Act of 2001 (107th Congress, 2001–2002). 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/house-bill/3162 
 
U.S. Congress. (2001). S.J.Res.23: Authorization for use of military force (107th Congress, 2001–2002). 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-joint-resolution/23 
 
U.S. Congress. (2001). Public Law 107–40: Authorization for use of military force. 
https://www.congress.gov/107/plaws/publ40/PLAW-107publ40.pdf 
 
U.S. Congress. (2024). H.R. 5378 – Lower Costs, More Transparency Act. https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-
congress/house-bill/5378 
 
U.S. Department of Commerce. (2024, August 9). Two years later: Funding from CHIPS and Science Act creating 
quality jobs, growing local economies, and bringing semiconductor manufacturing back to America. 
https://bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/08/09/fact-sheet-two-years-after-the-
chips-and-science-act-biden-%E2%81%A0harris-administration-celebrates-historic-achievements-in-bringing-
semiconductor-supply-chains-home-creating-jobs-supporting-inn/ 
 
U.S. Department of Justice. (n.d.). U.S. Department of Justice scientific integrity policy. 
https://www.justice.gov/archives/media/181971/dl 
 
U.S. Department of Transportation. (2022, January). Protecting the integrity of government science. 
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2024-10/01-22-
Protecting_the_Integrity_of_Government_Science.pdf 
 
USAFacts. (2024, November 1). How does voter turnout in the US change by state, age and race? 
https://usafacts.org/articles/how-many-americans-vote-and-how-do-voting-rates-vary-state/ 
 
Usahistorytimeline. (n.d.). Public opinion during the Bush administration: Key polls and their implications for 
policy. https://www.usahistorytimeline.com/pages/public-opinion-during-the-bush-administration-key-polls-and-
their-implications-for-policy-b789745a.php 
 



Vol. 2026 (5) 368 – 386 
ISSN 2688-3651 [online] 

386 

Uteuova, A. (2024, February 14). Nearly 15% of Americans don’t believe climate change is real, study finds. The 
Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/feb/14/americans-believe-climate-change-study 
 
Venkatesan, J. (2018, January 12). Top 4 SC judges revolt against Chief Justice, question biased decisions. Deccan 
Chronicle. https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/120118/top-4-sc-judges-revolt-against-chief-
justice-question-biased-decisions.html 
 
Wilkie, C. (2022, November 29). Congressional leaders clear the way for a bipartisan bill to avert a railroad strike. 
CNBC. https://www.cnbc.com/2022/11/29/congressional-leaders-clear-the-way-for-a-bipartisan-bill-to-avert-a-
railroad-strike-.html 
 
World Population Review. (2025). Voter ID laws by state 2025. https://worldpopulationreview.com/state-
rankings/voter-id-laws-by-state 
 
WUNC. (2018, November 9). Dems win more votes; Reps win more seats. 
https://gerrymander.princeton.edu/redistricting-report-card/ 
 
Yle News. (2024, January 24). Foreign policy leadership credibility will determine Finland's presidential race. 
https://yle.fi/a/74-20066436 
 
Şekerci, N. (n.d.). Hybrid media power: Viktor Orbán’s digital and traditional media domination in the digital age. 
Diggit Magazine. https://www.diggitmagazine.com/hybrid-media-power-viktor-orbans-digital-and-traditional-
media-domination-digital-age 
 


